Poetry or Prose
1. Prose is the language of novels and short stories, etc. Aside from this, what do you think distinguishes poetry from prose?  What’s the difference?
2. Read the following passages.  Which is the original?  Justify your answer.
A) For the sake of a single poem, you must see many cities, many people and things, you must understand animals, must feel how birds fly, and know the gestures which small flowers make when they open in the morning.  You must be able to think back to streets in unknown neighborhoods, to unexpected encounters, and to partings you had long seen coming.

B)For the sake of a single poem, 

you must see many cities, 

many people and things, 

you must understand animals, 

must feel how birds fly, 

and know the gestures which small flowers make 

when they open in the morning.  

You must be able to think back to streets 

in unknown neighborhoods, 

to unexpected encounters, 

and to partings you had long seen coming.

From Writing Toward Home:  Tales and Lessons to Find Your way by Georgia Heard The correct answer is A. The passage could easily be either poetry or prose.
4. Now find your own prose from a novel and copy text in the first box.  Write it poetically in the second one.  Need to take out some words?  Change a few words?  Change the order?  That’s called poetic license as long as you site your source as I did above.
	Text
	My Poem

	
	


(Circle one.)The original passage is 


A / B. 





I believe this because:
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