Scaffolding the Five Paragraph Essay 

Students often have difficulty when first presented with the challenge of writing a five paragraph essay.  This scaffolding lesson provides the support a first time essay writer needs to create a complete five paragraph essay including the introduction, thesis statement, body paragraphs, rebuttal to a counter argument, and conclusion.  
The first handout, entitled Argument/Persuasion, assists students in beginning to think about topics and opinions they have and may be able to write about.  As they work through the handout, they select among the topics, generate a position statement on that topic, propose a solution to the issue, and examine other points of view on the topic.  
The next page is used to begin formulating support for the position as well as examining other viewpoints on the topic.  Using the internet may be helpful for research at this point.  Remind students that if an idea does not have two sides, it probably is not a debatable issue and therefore not useful for this assignment.  

In the next two handouts students will begin writing the essay.  On the first page, students write the three body paragraphs with topic sentences and examples and details to support each reason.  Rebuttal to an opposing viewpoint should appear as one of the details to support the reason most closely associated with that counter argument.

On the second page, students write the introduction and conclusion – enfolding the body of the essay within them.  Only after the research is concluded and the body is written, is it possible to know how to introduce and to conclude that writing.

To put it all together, students need only to type the paragraphs that they have written in the proper order— introduction, body paragraphs, conclusion.  Often body paragraphs are arranged from least to most significant importance.  Transitions should be integrated whenever needed.
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